AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims 
in the application. 

Listing Of Claims 

1 . (Currently amended) A vehicle accessory mounting assembly 
comprising: 

a vehicle accessory, said accessory having at least one bracket 

joining zone; 

a mounting bracket having at least one accessory joining zone, and 
at l oast ono voh i c l o attachmont zono ; 

a voh i c l o, sa i d voh i c l o hav i ng at loast ono corrosponding accossory 

join i ng zono ; 

a ftfet means of joining the bracket joining zone to the accessory 
joining zone, wherein the fo6t means of joining comprises at least one means from the 
group consisting of forming, welding, bonding, taping, mechanical joining, or taper 
locking , wherein 

a socond moans of joining tho vohic l o attachmont zono to a vohiclo, 
whoro i n tho socond moans of jo i n i ng comprisos at l oast ono moans from tho group 
cons i sting of forming, wold i ng, bond i ng, taping, moohanica l join i ng, or tapor l ock i ng; 

a said means of joining said bracket joining zone to said mounting 
brackot accessory joining zone proc i so l y util i zing utilizes datum locators , said datum 
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locators providing and maintaining the precise alignment and orientation of said vehicle 
accessory and said mounting bracket during assembly . 

a moans of jo i n i ng tho vohiolo attachmont zono to a vohic l o 
procico l y ut i lizing datum l ocators . 

2. (Withdrawn) A vehicle accessory mounting assembly comprising: 
a vehicle accessory, said accessory having at least one vehicle 

joining zone; 

a vehicle, said vehicle having at least one corresponding accessory 

joining zone; 

a means of joining the vehicle joining zone to the accessory joining 
zone, wherein said means of joining comprises at least one means from the group 
consisting of forming, welding, bonding, taping, mechanical joining, or taper locking; 

a means of joining the vehicle joining zone to the accessory joining 
zone, precisely utilizing datum locators. 

3. (New) A means of attaching an accessory to a vehicle mounting bracket 
comprising: 

a vehicle accessory, said accessory having at least one bracket joining zone 
comprising at least one deformable protrusion; 

a mounting bracket for attaching said accessory to a vehicle, said bracket having at 
least one accessory joining zone and at least one receiving aperture corresponding to 
said at least one deformable protrusion; 
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a means of joining the bracket joining zone to the accessory joining zone, 
utilizing forming, 

wherein said means of joining said bracket joining zone to said accessory joining 
utilizes at least one pair of corresponding datum locators, said datum locators 
positioned on said accessory and said bracket providing and maintaining the precise 
alignment and orientation of said vehicle accessory and said mounting bracket during 
joining so as to position said protrusion at least partially through said aperture, said 
joining further comprising the application of a support means to a back side of said 
joining zone, and the application a forming tool to a back side of said bracket, said 
forming tool deforming the protrusion into a flange around said aperture when force is 
applied toward said support means, thereby permanently joining said accessory to said 
bracket. 
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